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Of his school-days we do not know much ; they were
not particularly distinguished; but, as Carlyle says,
your clever boy becomes " Bailie John of Hunter
Square ", while the dunce becomes " Sir Walter Scott
of the Universe". We know little of the books Ibsen
read as a boy, or the spiritual influences that helped
to mould his character. At the age of fifteen he was
confirmed, and his school-days were over. The desire
that seems to have been uppermost in his young
heart was to become a painter; but that, in the econo-
mic circumstances of the family, was, of course,
only a dream; nor, indeed, had Ibsen much talent
in this direction. Instead, he was sent in 1844, at
the age of sixteen, to the still more provincial town
of Grimstad, to be apprenticed to an apothecary:
a career even less congenial than that of the law,
which usually falls to the lot of literary genius. Ibsen
never saw Skien again, but its ghosts flit through his
comedies, The Young Men's League and Pillars of
Society; and so slight were his ties with his family
that only two of the 238 letters which have been
printed are written to his blood-relations.1
Grimstad, with its eight hundred inhabitants, was
merely a village. That nearly six of the most im-
pressionable years of Ibsen's adolescence—from
sixteen to twenty-two—should have been passed here
seemed, indeed, an untoward fate for a poet whose
work and thought were to be European. Grimstad
had certainly nothing to offer him in compensation
for the disadvantages, real and imaginary, of his
childhood. The stirring events in the great world
outside, the Revolution of 1848, did not, however,
pass him by; they provided the stimulus which
made him conscious of his poetic talent.
" The times ", he says, " were very agitated. The
February Revolution, revolts in Hungary and else-
where, the Slesvig war—all this had a mighty and
maturing influence on my development, however
1 G. Gran, Henrik Ibsen : Liv og Verker> Kristiania, 1918,1, p. n.

